THE AMERICAN ROLE

that in 1944 two American experts were invited to Iran for an ad hoc
work in connection with the oil negotiations was another Drosi thai
America, despite the Millspaugh controversy, did not cease to at-
tract the Iranians.

THE AMERICAN ARMY IN IRAN

The American army in Iran known as the Persian Gulf Command
(P.G.C.) was composed of about 30,000 troops of noncombatan:
character. They arrived in 1942-1943 to speed uu supDiies ro Rus-
sia. Their tasks were manifold: building and reorganization of the
harbors on the Persian Gulf coast and the Shatt-el-Arab, construction
and repair of highways, building of airports, and operation of the
Transiranian Railway. With regard to the latter an agreement was
reached with die Russians by which the Americans were to lake care
of the railway from the Persian Gulf 10 Teheran and the Russians
were to operate it from Teheran to Bandar Shah on the Caspian
shore. A part of the supplies had to be sent via motor road; in this
case Qazvin was to serve as a relaying point between the American
and Russian troops. An agreement with the British provided that
British troops would ensure security measures in the southern zone
while technical operations would be left to the Americans.

The Persian Gulf Command was headed by Major General Donald
H. Connolly, who established his headquarters at Amirabad near
Teheran. He chose the house belonging to Xasir Khan Qashqai, a de-
tail not without some significance, for his personal residence. The
General was assisted by a staff of highly competent officers, some of
them career men and some civilians with wartime commissions.
Headed by Chief of Staff Brigadier General Stanley Scott this group
represented various technical skills of the highest degree and com-
petence. The work the P.G.C. did in Iran represented an outstanding
achievement of speed and efficiency-. Long years would probably
have passed before the Iranian government would have developed
Khorramshahr into a large and modern seaport. The Americans did
it in less than a year. The same may be said of the airport at
Abadan and of the port facilities at Bandar Abbas and Bandar
Shahpur. The P.G.C. provided the Iranians with a show of truly
American tempo, a quality for which America is admired ail over
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